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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: . 

1 . A storing apparatus for protecting an access of 
information recorded on \a medium by a password, 
comprising: \ 

a password preserving unit for preserving a 
default input password aijid a password for access 
protection; and 

a password verifyinb unit for controlling the 
access protection by substituting said default input 
password for a user inpiAt password and comparison 
collating with said password for access protection when 
there is no password imput from the user and for 
controlling the access protection by comparison 
collating the user input password with said password 
for access protectior/ when there is the password input 
from the user. 



2, An apparatus ajbcording to claim 1, wherein in the 
case where a same value has been preserved in said 
default input password and said password for access 
protection by said password preserving unit, even if 
there is no password input by the user, said password 
verifying unit permits an access by substituting said 
default input password for the user input password and 
collating with tiie password for access protection. 

3. An apparatusVaccording to claim 1, wherein 



w 

e 1 



fy 



fying unit is constructed in a 



turn-on of a power sou: 
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said password presterving unit further has a user 
input password area to ptore the user input password, 
and 

said password veri 
manner such that 

at the start of tHe use of the apparatus such as 

ce, command reset, error reset, 
further, medium insertton, or the like, said default 
input password is reaq out and written into said user 
10 input password area, kn access permission or inhibition 
is subsequently estaalished on the basis of a collation 
coincidence between the password in said user input 
password area and said password for access protection, 
after the acceps permission was established, each 
15 time there is a pas/sword input of the user, the user 

input password is written into said user input password 
area and, subsequently, the access permission or 
inhibition is es-bablished on the basis of a collation 
coincidence between the password in said user input 
20 password area arid said password for access protection. 



25 



4. An apparatus according to claim 1, wherein 

said password preserving unit further has a user 
input passwoi/d area to store the user input password, 
and 

said password verifying unit is constructed in a 



manner such 



that 
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at: the stkrl: of the use of the apparatus such as 
turn-on of a power source, command reset, error reset, 
further, medium \insertion, or the like, the apparatus 
waits for the paWsword input by the user in a state 
where said default input password is read out and 



written into saic 



when there is the user password input, the user 



input password is 
password in said 



said password for 
compared and the 



user input password area. 



overwritten into the default input 
aser input password area, and after 



that, the password in said user input password area and 



access protection are collated and 
access protection is controlled, and 
when there ip no user password input and/or in the 
case where the palssword is an empty character train 
even if there is /the user password input, the collation 
comparison between the default input password in said 
user input password area and said password for access 
protection is ejqecuted and the access protection is 
controlled . 

5. An apparatjUs according to claim 1, wherein said 
password preserving unit preserves said default input 
password and said password for access protection into a 
non- volatile m(imory of an apparatus main body. 

6. An apparatus according to claim 1, wherein 



said pass 



ord preserving unit preserves said 



default input paslsword and said password for access 
protection into said medium, and 

said password verifying unit reads out said 
default input password and said password for access 
protection from said medium and stores into an 
apparatus main bopy at the start of the use of the 
apparatus and con/trols the access protection. 

7. An apparatus according to claim 1, wherein 

said passwo/rd preserving unit preserves said 
default input password into a non-volatile memory of an 
apparatus main jbody and preserves said password for 
access protection into the medium, and 

said password verifying unit reads out said 
password for access protection from said medium and 
stores into tne apparatus main body at the start of the 
use of the apnparatus and controls the access 
protection. 



8. An apparatus according to claim 1, wherein 

said password verifying unit preserves said 
password fot access protection into a non-volatile 
memory of an apparatus main body and preserves said 
default input password into the medium, and 

a password processing unit reads out said default 
input password from said medium and stores into the 
apparatus maLln body at the start of the use of the 
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apparatus aAd controls the access protection. 



9 • An appatatus according to any one of claims 5 to 
1 , wherein iii said medium, a password preserving area 
to preserve sjaid password is provided in a specific 
area which cannot be accessed by ordinary read command 
and write co^amand. 

10. An apparatus according to claim 1, further 

omprising ^ password rewriting unit for rewriting said 
default input password or said password for access 
protection on\the basis of a dedicated command from an 
upper apparatusy. 



appariitus 



11. An 

1 , wherein said 
the apparatus 



according to any one of claims 5 to 
medium is a medium fixedly enclosed in 
main body. 




12. An appaiJatus according to any one of claims 5 to 
1 , wherein said medium is a removable medium which is 
tachable fpr the apparatus main body. 



An apparatus according to claim 1, wherein 
said password preserving unit preserves a 
plurality of kinds of passwords for access protection 
according to kinds of access protection, and 

said password verifying unit permits an access by 
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an ordinary cbmmand corresponding to "the kind of said 
password for access protection in which a collation 
coincidence is \ obtained . 

An apparatus according to claim 13, wherein 
as said passwords for access protection, said 
password preserving unit preserves a write/read 
password to permit an access by a read command and a 
write command and a read only password to permit only 
an access by the read command, and 

said password verifying unit permits the access by 
the ordinary write command or read command when the 
collation coincidence af said write/read password is 
obtained and permits thA access by only the ordinary 
read command when the colVation coincidence of said 
read only password is obtaYned. 



15 • An apparamis according to claim 1, further 



comprxsmg a va. 



validity term se 



idity term setting unit for setting a 



validity term into said default input password, 



16. An apparatus according to claim 15, wherein said 



tting unit counts the number of using 



times of the apparatus by a counter and, when a value 
of said counter /reaches a predetermined value, said 
validity term sfetting unit forcedly changes said 
default input password to a value different from the 
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default; pass\|rord so far 

17. An appairatus according to claim 15, wherein said 
validit;y term setting unit sets a time of a validity 
term and, when a present time in case of using the 
apparatus/ exceeds said validity term, said validity 
term se;cting unit forcedly changes said default input 
passwG^rd to a value different from the default password 
so f c 




18, A storing method of protecting information 
recorded on la medium from an access by ^ password, 
comprising: I 

a password preserving step of preserving a default 
input password and a password for access protection; 
and J 

a password verifying step of controlling the 
access protjection by substituting said default input 
password far a user input password and comparison 
collating With said password for access protection when 
there is no password input from the user and for 
controlling the access protection by comparison 
collating said user input password with said password 
for access protection when there is the password input 
from the user. 



19. A method according to claim 18, wherein in the 
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case whene a same value has been preserved in said 
default input password and said password for access 
protectionA in said password verifying step, prior to 
the password input of the user, a value of said default 
input password is copied to the user input password and 
is collated with said password for access protection, 
thereby pernitting or inhibiting an access. 

in said passwordl preserving step, a plurality of 
kinds of passwords far access protection according to 
kinds of said access protection are preserved, and 

in said password Werifying step, an access by an 
ordinary command corresponding to the kind of said 
password for access protection in which a collation 
coincidence is obtained Vls permitted. 



21. A method according to claim 18, further comprising 
a validity term setting step of setting a validity term 
into said default input password. 



